-2 -In recent years several classes of luminous optical transients have been discovered that are characterized by dust formation and extremely red colors as their eruptions proceed.
Their maximum luminosities lie between those of classical novae and supernovae (SNe).
One subclass of these events-"intermediate-luminosity red transients" (ILRTs)-appear to arise from fairly massive stars, since they are found in spiral arms of nearby galaxies.
Well-known examples include NGC 300 OT2008-1 (Bond et al. 2009; Humphreys et al. 2011) , and a near-twin of this event, SN 2008S in NGC 6946 (e.g., Szczygie l et al. 2012 and references therein). Archival infrared images of the host galaxies revealed that both of these events arose from massive, dust-enshrouded progenitors that had been on or near the asymptotic giant branch just before the explosions. A possibly related class of dusty transients is the recently discovered "SPRITE"s, which reach luminosities similar to ILRTs, but lack counterparts at optical wavelengths (Kasliwal et al. 2017 ).
Another subset of red optical transients with lower luminosities than ILRTs-sometimes called "luminous red novae"-generally arise from older stellar populations. Examples of this subclass are V838 Mon (which illuminated a spectacular light echo; e.g., Bond et al. 2003; Sparks et al. 2008) , the M31 Red Variable (M31 RV; Bond 2011 and references therein), and NGC 4490-OT2011 (Smith et al. 2016 ). These events have been attributed to stellar mergers, as suggested by the multi-peaked outburst light curves of V838 Mon and NGC 4490-OT2011. Strong support for the merger scenario came from the discovery that the Galactic red transient V1309 Sco was demonstrably a close binary before its outburst . For a recent review of red transients, see Kamiński et al. (2018) Here I report optical imaging of the red optical transient V4332 Sgr, obtained in 2014 with the Wide Field Camera 3 (WFC3) on the Hubble Space Telescope (HST). V4332 Sgr erupted in 1994 in the direction of the Galactic bulge, and rapidly evolved from spectral type K to M, and then late M (Martini et al. 1999) . Soker & Tylenda (2003) proposed a -3 -stellar-merger origin for this outburst. , 2013 V4332 Sgr reached a maximum brightness of V ≃ 8.5 (Martini et al. 1999) . The reddening in the direction of V4332 Sgr, from the online tool 1 of Green et al. (2018) , is about Facilities: HST (WFC3)
